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TITLE

Invasive Species: Requirements for Preventing Introduction to Project Sites
BACKGROUND / NEEDS STATEMENT

A number of states are being required, by way of permit conditions, to minimize the introduction of invasive species by means of seeds or plant materials that may be present on construction equipment being used on the project.  Highway construction equipment is used in various parts of the country and is transported as needed from project to project.  Equipment used for excavation or other earthwork activities can pick up seeds or other vegetative material from undesirable or invasive plants that have the potential to dominate in new environments and upset the native plant life and wildlife balance.
Currently there is little or no information on how widespread the requirements are to limit the spread of invasive species, nor is there information on available technology to meet the requirements or its effectiveness.
RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

The objective of the research would be to determine how widespread invasive species requirements are on projects, what the requirements are, and what methods states are using to comply with the requirements.

WORK TASKS

Tasks anticipated in this project include the following:

· A literature review to determine what has been published on the spread of invasive species by construction equipment
· A web-based survey to determine what states are being required to do for invasive species limitation, and how they have addressed the issue.
· Compilation of survey results and publication of the data/.
URGENCY

More and more states are being asked to limit the spread of invasive species on projects.  Knowing what other states are doing to comply with these requirements will help in meeting requirements efficiently and effectively.
FUNDING REQUESTED AND TIME REQUIRED
It is estimated that this research will take 9 months to complete and will require $50,000.  
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